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when these people must dance, any opportunity whenever
leisure and liquor are available is as good, the Ma Thakurs,
who have taken more to agriculture have a restricted period.
Except on festival days, the time for dance is the night.
Everybody is expected to be in his hut by dusk. And it is/there-
fore, more because of convenience than convention that night
is preferred. The duration of the dance depends much upon
the mood of the people, which in turn depends to a large
extent on the adequate supply of tea, tobacco and liquor. At
times, they spend nearly the whole of night in dancing and
they are ready to resume their daily routine work the next
morning as if nothing had happened.1

Children require no special training to learn dance-move-
ments and songs. They learn as they see, listen to and imitate*
their elders. Great pains, however,are taken to learn new songs
addition of which enhances the prestige of the group who uses
them. The individual also feels elated because the group is-
grateful to him for the new addition which is also used with
advantage in competitions. It is in this manner that many
pouranic songs have found their way in their repertory of songs.
We thus see how folk-art means folk-education.

So far, on most occasions they danced for pleasure or for
religious purposes. Their tendency today is towards imitating,
higher groups, who have little or no dancing amongst them.
Economic considerations also are getting an upper hand, so
much so, that even religious festivals are not keenly observed.
The dawning of consciousness of inferiority is also clearly seen:
and much of the carefree and jovial attitude so necessary
for being in the dancing mood is sadly lacking. The conse-
quence is that this institution which had so far played a very
important part in the life of these people is day by day
withering.

Having made a general survey of the dances of the tribes,
residing on or near the hills, we shall now proceed to-
review the dances of the agriculturists from the plains below.

l.The fatigue is not felt because the movements of the dance are such as occur
in their everyday life, and the rhythm, the principal factor, is so perfect that the-
muscles do not feel any unnecessary strain, which invariably attends a new
movement.